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EBSCOhost & OvidSP Shortcuts 

  EBSCOhost  OvidSP 

  Example  Example 

subject 
search 

"mh" before the term  mh stroke  / after the main 
heading 

stroke/ 

explode  "+" after the term  diabetes mellitus+  "exp" before the term  exp diabetes mellitus 

focus  "mm" before the 
term 

mm stroke  "*" before the term  *stroke 

subheading  use "/" after the main 
heading followed by 
subheading 

mh stroke/et  use / after the main 
heading followed by 
subheading 

stroke/et 

mm Diabetes 
Mellitus+/di 

exp *diabetes 
mellitus/di 

floating 
subheading 

use mj (major 
subject) or mw (all 
subjects) fields 

MJ drug therapy or 
MJ "dt”  (with 
quotes) 

use fs. followed by the 
subheading 
abbreviation 

fs.dt 

truncation  "*" at the end of a 
term 

econom*  "*" at the end of a 
term 

econom* 

wild cards  "?" within a term  wom?n  finds 
women & woman 

"?" within a term  wom?n  finds women & 
woman 

field 
searching 

use the two‐letter 
codes before the term 

ti vitamin c  use the two‐letter 
codes after the term, 
preceded by a "." 

vitamin c.ti 

au nair b  nair b.au 

au nair b*  nair b*.au 

proximity  use nX to finds words 
within X words of 
each other 

vitamin c n5 stress  use adjX to finds 
words within X words 
of each other 

vitamin c adj5 stress 

         



Some things you may not have known when moving over to EBSCOhost 
for CINAHL 
EBSCOhost is the only platform to offer Searchable Cited References on CINAHL. In fact, 

these are included for over 1,200 of the most used journals in CINAHL and from 1985 to 

present. Please see http://tinyurl.com/5vrc4o. 

_____________________________________ 

EBSCOhost is the only platform to include Pre-CINAHL. This has immediate TOC for 1,638 

core journals, and enables journals to be searched (via keyword) prior to the complex 

indexing being completed. 

_____________________________________ 

EBSCOhost is the only platform to offer Image QuickView for CINAHL full-text journals, and 

currently has this for 320 full-text journals in CINAHL Plus with Full-text. IQV draws images 

(tables, graphs, formulae) from the article and displays them as thumbnails on the result list: 
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