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What is peer review? 
 
Scholarly peer review is the process an article, manuscript, or grant application 
undergoes where the work is evaluated by other experts for acceptance into the body of 
knowledge for a discipline, field of study, or area of professional practice.  Reviewers 
evaluate the researcher’s methodology as well as the research conclusions or findings to 
determine if the work is appropriate for publication.   
 
Peer reviewers are expected to be impartial in this process.  Publications that include 
peer review as part of the manuscript acceptance process are generally considered to 
have met the standards of sound research and these publications are usually more 
highly regarded than those that do not require peer review. 
 
You may also hear the scholarly peer review process referred to as “refereeing” or a 
journal can be described as a “refereed” publication. This also means peer review. 
 
How do I know if an article I want to cite is peer reviewed? 
 
There are several ways to identify a peer-reviewed article.  Many library databases 
include a feature or option that allows you to limit your search to only retrieve peer-
reviewed content.  Other databases, especially those in the biomedical sciences, contain 
literature primarily from peer-reviewed sources.  For example, about 95% of the content 
in the Scopus database available from Lewis Library is peer reviewed.   
 
Lewis Library also has a database resource, The Serials Directory, which provides 
information about peer review status for over 250,000 titles.  The Serials Directory is 
available from the A-Z DATABASE list. 
 
Finally, if you are still unsure if the journal or article you wish to cite is peer reviewed, 
you can always perform an Internet search for the journal title and review the publication 
information.  Often information about peer review will be located in the section that 
discusses the manuscript submission process for authors or information about the 
editorial board and the journal’s article review process.   
 
Have questions? 
If you would like to learn more about scholarly peer review or need assistance locating 
peer-reviewed materials: 
 
Email a Lewis Library librarian using the Ask a Librarian form  
http://library.hsc.unt.edu 
 
Call the Library Research Services Office
817-735-2070 
 
Visit the Library Research Services Office
LIB 222 (Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.) 


